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The purpose of our Global Health Newsletter is to
disseminate the global health research, education, and

outreach of our faculty, staff, students, and alumni.

Postdoctoral Fellow Spotlight
Emmanuel Julceus, MD, MPH, Department of Epidemiology and

Biostatistics



Tell us a bit about yourself, your
education, and how it led you to USC. 
I completed a Doctorate in Medicine and a
Specialization in Family Medicine at the
State University of Haiti. Working at a
teaching hospital in rural Haiti managed
by the non-governmental organization
Zanmi Lasante (Partners In Health), I saw
too many patients in advanced disease

stages or with complications that could have been prevented if other
non-medical factors such as food, sanitation, health education,
travel time to healthcare service were addressed. I felt the need for
additional training to act upstream and affect a larger part of the
population. This led me to earn a Certificate in Epidemiology from
the Field Epidemiology Training Program of Haiti and a Certificate
in Global Health Delivery from Harvard University. In 2019, I
received the prestigious Fulbright Scholarship for faculty
development, allowing me to earn a Master of Public Health in
Epidemiology at the University of South Carolina. After working as a
research analyst, I was delighted to transition to a postdoctoral
fellow at USC under Dr. Angela Liese, focusing on the effects of food
insecurity and other social determinants of health on the physical
and mental health of youth and young adults with diabetes. My
most profound conviction is that health is a human right and a
precious collective good.

How would you describe your current global health research?
My global health research highlights the intersection between social
determinants of health and cancer. I received a grant from the
Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions
Network (TEPHINET) in 2020 to improve cancer surveillance in Haiti.
From the nationwide database created with this project, in
partnership with the Field Epidemiology Training Program of Haiti,
we are studying national trends, access to treatment, and
differences in outcomes by sociodemographic groups. In addition, I



am collaborating with my colleagues at Zanmi Lasante (Partners In
Health in Haiti) to assess the impact of a group education program
and community outreach activities such as home visits, on
biopsychosocial health conditions of people with diabetes.
 
How has your time at USC prepared you for your future career
path?
During my epidemiology degree at USC, I found it really fruitful that
the faculty members conveyed different perspectives in terms of the
US vs. international situation, high-income vs. low-income settings,
etc., particularly in certain classes like public health surveillance,
infectious disease epidemiology, and social epidemiology. Moreover,
I benefited from the emphasis placed on analytical and scientific
writing skills during class projects and graduate research
assistantships. Thanks to my postdoctoral fellowship, I feel ready
for my future career because, with Dr. Angela Liese and her
multidisciplinary team of experienced collaborators, I have
successfully broadened my scope of complex analysis, enriched my
data management skills, enhanced my scientific writing, and
improved my grant writing skills. All are essential tools to be an
outstanding epidemiologist with a considerable impact on the
health of at-risk populations.
 
What do you recommend to current students at USC that are
interested in global health? 
At USC, there are plenty of students, faculty, and staff with
experience in global health. Be open, talk about your interests with
your fellow students and your professors. They might be able to
offer or suggest some opportunities, refer you to someone else, or
offer valuable advice on the matter. In addition, I encourage you to
attend global health events such as the Global Health Visiting
Scholar Seminar and the International Student and Global Health
Forum, where you can learn more about ongoing global health
initiatives and meet people with similar interests. And once you find
an opportunity, it is essential to learn more about the context of the
population, be culturally aware, and empower people.



Highlighting Global Health Work at USC

Congratulations to global health faculty member, Dr. Jim
Thrasher, for receiving the Excellence in Scientific Leadership and
Collaboration Award from the Mexican National Institute of Public
Health. View details below:

More Information

https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/public_health/about/news/2025/international_award_thrasher_hpeb.php


Nature published a commentary by leading nutrition experts on
some of the lethal consequences of the abrupt dismantling of the
US Agency for International Development and other announced
reductions in funding from high-income countries. The
commentary highlighted especially the consequences for severely
malnourished children.

The journal Science published a report calling attention to
the Nature commentary. Dr. Edward Frongillo had corresponded
with the reporter and was mentioned in the report. The report
mentions the USAID Integrated Nutrition project in Nepal, a large
project for which Dr. Frongillo led an impact evaluation and three
of USC's doctoral students contributed research.

Commentary in Nature

Report in Science

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00898-3?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_3_12_2024_15_25_COPY_01)
https://www.science.org/content/article/child-malnutrition-set-soar-us-countries-slash-foreign-aid


Congratulations to Catherine
Jones who graduated with a
Certificate of Graduate Study in
Global Health as well as a
Master of Public Health degree
in Health Promotion,
Education, and Behavior.

New Course Featuring Global Health Content

A three-credit course entitled “Implementation Science of
Health Promotion Interventions” has been approved for
both undergraduate (HPEB 602) and graduate (HPEB 802)
students. More information will be available soon. 

As we continue to build our semester newsletters, it would be
helpful to get your suggestions on individuals (faculty, staff,
students, or alumni) that we should highlight. If you know of
anyone at or affiliated with USC who is currently doing global
health work that you recommend we reach out to, please
email emkenney@email.sc.edu. 

Global Health Events

mailto:emkenney@email.sc.edu


If you missed our latest Implementation Science Seminar, you can view the recording
here. Christina Andrews, HSPM, and Heather Bonilha, COMD, share their

experiences with implementation in health system settings. 

The Global Health Initiative will host a social gathering at the
beginning of the Fall 2025 semester. More details will be available
soon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFzrkf2Q3wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFzrkf2Q3wk


Each year, the ASPH enrolls around 100 international students who
have diverse backgrounds, varied experiences, and come from a
variety of countries. The International Student and Global Health
Forum is a place for students to present their international
interests and expertise in global health. 

We want to hear from you! We are seeking international students
who will volunteer to make 15–20-minute presentations on any
aspect of the public health improvements or challenges of their
home country. Please email Victoria Adebiyi
(vadebiyi@email.sc.edu) if you are interested in presenting. Also,
join the Global Health Student listserv for updates on events,
opportunities, and more. 
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Faculty Directory update – we've recently updated our Global Health Faculty
Directory. If you would like to be included in the directory, please

email emkenney@email.sc.edu. 

Help us showcase your work! If you would like to be featured in the next
newsletter, email emkenney@email.sc.edu with your latest global health related

publications, presentations, awards, grants and any other accomplishments. 
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